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The platypus has been adopted by the Australian Federal Police 
as a symbol representing the diverse requirements placed on 
members in the execution of their duties. 

This unique and tenacious Australian animal is a survivor against 
increasing pressure from today's environment. It leaves no stone 
unturned in its daily pursuits and has equipped itself with a range 
of features to adapt to changes over many years. 

It is capable of passing unnoticed if required, yet it demonstrates 
an unfailing dedication to explore all possibilities in an effort to 
maintain its special place in Australia's environment. 

Although generally a peaceful animal, the platypus is able to defend 
itself, if necessary, with a venomous spur. This is done, at times, 
against larger and more powerful opponents - a quality admired 
and respected by members of the Australian Federal Police. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

www.peacekeepingmennorial.org.au 
or write to: 

APMP PO. Box 907 
Jamison Centre, ACT 2614 


- 


, Support the Australian 
A Peacekeeping Memorial Project 

Join today! 

www.peacekeepingmemorial.org.au ^ 

For 60 years Australian men and women have been involved in international peacekeeping efforts. 

The Australian Peacekeeping Memorial Project committee is working with the National Capital Authority 
to establish a dedicated memorial on ANZAC Parade to recognise the sacrifice and ongoing contribution 
of Australians to international peacekeeping. 

Some funding for this project has already been provided but considerable funds still need to be raised. 

Join the Australian Peacekeeping Memorial Project today. Your contribution to this project will be 
recognised with a members lapel pin and will greatly assist in the development of this important memorial. 


The Australian Peacekeeping Memorial 
Project is supported by Patrons and a 
committee of dedicated volunteers. 
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Commissioner’s 


message 


fit 

1 This edition of Platypus goes to press after police and 
! emergency services across the nation, including the AFP, 

/ W | 

responded to one of the worst peace-time disasters that 

has ever occurred in Australia: the bushfires in Victoria. 


The response to the Victorian bushfires 
has demonstrated the high levels of 
cooperation and interoperability which 
is increasingly required from modern 
policing services. The AFP works with 
a wide variety of government agencies, 
both here and overseas, and with the 
private sector, to ensure successful 
outcomes for its law enforcement 
operations. This issue of Platypus , 
our 101 st , highlights some of our 
key achievements in 2008 and the 
interagency cooperation necessary 
to reach that success. 

The Year in Review section in this issue of 
Platypus gives an interesting overview of 
the broad spectrum of law enforcement 
activities that the AFP undertakes. 

Community events, protection duties for 
events such as the Olympic torch relay, 
general policing duties and overseas 
deployments for peacekeeping duties 
are just some of the activities that 
demonstrate the AFP's multifaceted 
approach to law enforcement. 

The AFP, in collaboration with its national 
and international partners, plays a 
significant role in protecting children 
and young people from exploitation and 
preventing the viewing and dissemination 


of child-abuse material. The outcome 
of investigations such as Operations 
Thuja, Irenic, Centurion and Resistance 
demonstrate the success of the AFP's 
response to this crime. 

I would also like to record my admiration 
for all those who helped with the 
response to the Victorian bushfires. 

Those members who volunteered to go 
to the bushfire-affected areas did so at 
short notice and have done everything 
required of them. Their contribution, 
and that of other law enforcement and 
emergency services personnel who 
assisted, exemplified professionalism and 
dedication to duty. Assistance was not 
limited to those who travelled to Victoria. 
AFP staff members also sent several 
truck-loads of donated items to assist 
victims of the bushfires. I congratulate 
everyone for the contributions they made 
and for serving the affected communities 
in the best way possible. 

As the AFP approaches its 30 th 
anniversary in October, it is important to 
note that the history of the organisation 
includes the individual stories and 
experiences of the men and women of 
the AFP. This issue of Platypus contains 
the first of regular contributions from past 


and present AFP members. I look 
forward to reading more of these stories 
in future editions. 

On a final note. Deputy Commissioner 
National Security John Lawler has retired 
from the AFP to take up a new role as 
Chief Executive Officer of the Australian 
Crime Commission. On behalf of all AFP 
staff, I wish John well in his new role. 

M J Keelty APM 

Commissioner 
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AFP helps Victoria in the 
aftermath ofthebushfires 


The AFP deployed more than 200 members to assist Victoria Police 
in the aftermath of the Victorian bushfire disaster. AFP Commissioner Mick 
Keelty offered the AFP's full support to the disaster response following 
discussions with Victoria Police Chief Commissioner Christine Nixon. 


"The AFP established close contact 
with our colleagues from Victoria 
Police and was able to assist by rapidly 
deploying response teams to Victoria," 
Commissioner Keelty said. 

With AFP members drawn from a range 
of functional areas, the overall role of 
coordinating the AFP's response is 
managed by the Senior Investigating 
Officer and the AFP Operations 
Coordination Centre - Incident 
Coordination Centre (AOCC-ICC) based 


in Canberra. Requests for assistance are 
received via the AFP's Police Forward 
Command Post in Melbourne, who 
are embedded within Victoria Police 
command to enable the AFP to respond 
to requests effectively. 

The response and recovery effort has led 
to the AFP supporting Victoria Police with 
a range of vital tasks. This has included 
Disaster Victim Identification (DVI), 
searching for victims, supporting the 
National Registration Inquiry Service to 


provide families and close friends with 
basic details on the whereabouts and 
safety of people affected by the fires, and 
general policing support duties including 
anti-looting patrols, crime scene cordons 
and road blocks. 

The International Deployment Group - 
Operational Response Group deployed 
60 members to primarily assist Victoria 
Police Search and Rescue in undertaking 
searches of properties, vehicles and 
targeted areas in the devastated township 
of Marysville. 



AFP member at Kinglake. 
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The AFP's Melbourne Office deployed 
23 investigators to assist Victoria Police 
in the bushfire arson investigation. 
Manager Melbourne Office Alan Scott 
and Victoria Police Detective Sergeant 
Chris Murray briefed the investigators 
before they departed to the scene of 
the bushfires. 

"This is an ideal opportunity to work 
with our colleagues from Victoria Police 
on a very important investigation," 
Commander Scott said. 

A contingent of 50 AFP members 
deployed on 19 February to assist Victoria 
Police with general policing duties, 
including traffic duties and crime scene 
cordons. On arrival they were sworn in as 
Special Constables in the Victoria Police 
force, which enables them to enforce 
Victorian state laws with full police powers. 
These members were drawn from across 
the AFP, including ACT Policing and 
Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane Offices. 



Top left: Property at Kinglake. 

Bottom left: AFP members being sworn in as Special Constables in Victoria Police. 
Top right: IDG-ORG members at debriefing session. 

Bottom right: Melted alloy from a burned truck. 



Platypus Magazine Edition 101, March 2009 
























National Manager International 
Deployment Group Frank Prendergast and 
Senior Investigating Officer, Commander 
Steve Lancaster spoke to the members 
prior to their deployment. 

"Thank you all for putting your hand up. 

It's good to see people willing to volunteer 
and deploy at short notice," Assistant 
Commissioner Prendergast said. 

Commander Lancaster recently travelled 
to Victoria at the invitation of Victoria Police 
to see the work the AFP is doing, and to see 
the devastation of areas such as Kinglake 
and other townships first hand. 

"The feedback I received from Victoria 
Police and the other agencies involved, 
is a credit to everyone who has 
contributed to the AFP response," 
Commander Lancaster said. "The AFP's 
professionalism, ability to be flexible and 
deliver quality results has been extremely 
well received." 


The AFP's Disaster Victim Identification 
team are well prepared for an event of this 
scale and nature, having learned a great 
deal while helping the Indonesian Police 
investigate the Bali bombings in 2002. 
The investigators routinely deal with 
hazards such as asbestos contamination 
in the search areas and unstable buildings 
and trees. 

"We are able to mobilise quickly and 
with all our equipment, we are now in 
demand," Acting Superintendent Rod 
Anderson said. 

The disaster recovery operation could take 
many months to complete, due to the 
magnitude and severity of the fires. The 
AFP is committed to providing assistance 
to help the affected communities return 
to their normal lives as soon as possible. 
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Deputy Commissioner retires 



One of the AFP's longest-serving 
members has retired amid accolades 
for his tenacity, dedication and renowned 
investigative skills. 



Deputy Commissioner Lawler and Commissioner Keelty at the farewell dinner. 


When John Lawler joined the 
Australian Federal Police in 1980 the 
organisation his father had helped 
create was barely a year old. 

Few people have done more to shape the 
values and culture of the organisation than 
the man who rose from recruit to Deputy 
Commissioner during a career spanning 
almost 29 years. 

"When he came into my office for the first 
time, he was everything I expected," federal 
Attorney-General Robert McClelland told 
Deputy Commissioner Lawler's farewell 
dinner in January. "Down-to-earth, 
practical and well informed on serious and 
significant issues of national security." 

AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty was 
a recruit training instructor when John 
Lawler first joined the AFP. He said that 
John Lawler's career was peppered 
with accolades. 

"As Commissioner, two of the most 
important qualities of a senior executive 
are integrity and loyalty," he said. "I have 
come to the conclusion that John rules by 
fear. Not fear of repercussion, but fear of 
disappointment. When you combine John's 
integrity with his skill and commitment, 
nobody wants to fail to meet his standards." 


From the very beginning of his policing 
career, John Lawler excelled. He was 
Dux of his training courses, and received 
two Commissioner's Prizes in the first five 
years of his service. During his time in ACT 
Policing, John Lawler had the reputation of 
being a great detective. He was renowned 
for his tenacity, famous for his thoroughness 
and widely recognised for his results. 


He played a key role in the investigation of 
the murder of AFP Assistant Commissioner 
Colin Winchester, who was shot outside 
his home in 1989. The investigation ran 
for more than five years and led to the 
conviction of David Harold Eastman. John 
Lawler was a Detective Sergeant in the 
Major Crime Squad at the time, and led the 
team responsible for identifying the murder 
weapon and linking it to the suspect. 
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Deputy Commissioner Lawler receives a gift from the Manager 
Spectrum Program Doug Witschi. 



Attorney-General Robert McClelland 
speaking at the farewell dinner. 


Federal Agent Andy Thorp remembers 
the time he spent living and working 
with Deputy Commissioner Lawler. 

"In September 1995, John was asked to 
lead an AFP team in a joint AFP/WA Police 
(WAPOL) review of a WAPOL investigation 
into the theft of diamonds from the Argyle 
Diamond Mine," he said. 

"I lived with John and other AFP members 
in Perth for six months. In typical style he 
set about not wasting a moment while 
deployed. John would be waiting in the 
vehicle in the morning with the engine 
idling like an impatient father keen to 
get the workday started. His renowned 
thoroughness extended into his leisure 
time - he would have activities planned 
including visits to Rottnest Island and the 
Margaret River region. His cooking skills 
were also appreciated." 

In 1997, Deputy Commissioner Lawler 
was posted to Washington DC as the 
AFP's Senior Liaison Officer responsible 
for the United States, Canada, the 
Caribbean and Central America. 

"To represent the AFP overseas is a great 
honour, and John served our country with 
distinction in that role," Mr McClelland said. 


John Lawler returned to Australia in 1999 
to take up the role of General Manager, 
Protective Security and was responsible 
for supervising and coordinating the AFP's 
security role during the Sydney Olympics. 

Between 2000 and 2003, he held the 
position of General Manager Eastern 
Operations, the AFP's largest operational 
office. He returned to Canberra in 
February 2003 to fill the position of 
General Manager Executive Services and 
National Operations, a role responsible 
for all AFP media activities, parliamentary 
interaction, legislation formulation, the 
Commissioner's office and oversight of 
AFP national operations. 

Through 2002 and 2003, he regularly 
performed the duties of Deputy 
Commissioner and Executive Director 
Protection. In 2004, he was appointed to 
the position of National Manager Border 
and International Network, responsible 
for the AFP's International Network and 
Transnational Crime Operations. His 
appointment as Deputy Commissioner 
was confirmed in July 2004. 


Deputy Commissioner Lawler was 
awarded an Australia Day Medallion in 
1997 and the Australian Police Medal, 
Australia's highest law enforcement award, 
in 2003. He is the recipient of the AFP 
Operations Medal for Operation Sorbet 
and the ACT Emergency Medal which is 
awarded to recognise courage, leadership, 
teamwork, professionalism, innovation and 
integrity during emergencies. 

Operation Sorbet was an extensive 
AFP investigation which resulted in the 
successful conviction of four people and 
the seizure of 150 kilograms of heroin - 
Victoria's biggest known attempted 
heroin importation. 

The AFP's Senior Liaison Officer in London, 
Chris Lines, said Deputy Commissioner 
Lawler was awarded the ACT Emergency 
Medal for his actions during the 2003 
Canberra bushfires. Federal Agent Lines 
was the Police Forward Commander on 
the day the bushfires struck the Canberra 
suburb of Duffy. 

"It was a tragic day for Canberra, as 
you can imagine," he said. "The Deputy 
Commissioner worked side-by-side with 
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Former Governor-General Michael Jeffries 
with Deputy Commissioner Lawler. 


me in the command post from early 
evening until late that night. He offered 
guidance, advice and counsel as the 
night progressed and the full extent of 
the devastation became apparent. 

"The most significant feature of his 
contribution that day was his care and 
concern for those police officers and 
their families who lost their homes in 
the fire. After a full day's work in tense 
circumstances he went into Duffy seeking 
out the homes of those officers he knew 
lived there and he called on one who 
had managed to save the family home 
and spent time with them. All that 
together is the reason he was awarded the 
ACT Emergency Medal." 

Federal Agent Thorp recalls the medal 
presentation ceremony. "I do know he was 
somewhat embarrassed when he was 
presented with the medal and played his 
role down, typical of John," he said. 

In concluding his speech at the farewell 
dinner. Commissioner Keelty recounted 
a story that epitomised Deputy 
Commissioner Lawler's commitment and 
dedication. During the 2003 bushfires. 
Deputy Commissioner Lawler had been 
helping his parents. Sir Peter and Lady 
Doreen Lawler, fight the fire which 
threatened, and eventually claimed, their 
Duffy home. Later, when he was touring 
the affected areas. Commissioner Keelty 
found Deputy Commissioner Lawler at 
the command post helping other police 
members, despite his obvious senior rank 



Deputy Commissioner Lawler riding a camel in Sudan. 


and despite the personal trauma of having 
witnessed the loss of his parents' home. 

"To me, that says it all about John 
Adrian Lawler: proud to be a Deputy 
Commissioner, proud of the AFP, proud 
to wear the uniform and be involved, but 
never too proud to do whatever is needed 
to get the job done," Commissioner 
Keelty said. 

"Two of Deputy Commissioner Lawler's 
achievements that will endure in the 
wider Australian community are his 
work implementing the National Police 
Memorial and his contribution to the 
establishment and functioning of the 
National Counter Terrorism Committee." 

Deputy Commissioner Lawler has 
received several AFP Commissioner's 
Commendations for his contribution to 
strategic initiatives and his dedication to 
duty on a number of key investigations. He 
has also been awarded the National Medal 
and Clasp for 25 years of diligent service. 

"In recent years members who did not 
know John well spoke of him with a 
mixture of respect and awe, but also some 
trepidation," Federal Agent Thorp said. 

"Word was that he had a photographic 
memory, kept notes of everything and 
nothing got past him. It was impossible to 
pull the wool over his eyes and he would 
always know the answer to the question 
he asked. 

"John expected and rewarded honesty. 

He was intolerant of disloyalty to the 


AFP, or dishonesty. His visits to the 
workplace or a summons to his office 
therefore often generated nervousness, 
even if it was not warranted." 

At his farewell dinner. Deputy 
Commissioner Lawler reflected on the 
changes that had taken place during 
his time with the AFP, including the 
complexity and challenges of 9/11, 
the Bali events, the tsunami and the 
Yogyakarta plane crash. But as he 
reminded those attending, policing is also 
about everyday acts and the rewards of 
service are obtained through results both 
large and small. 

"Policing is all about serving people," 
he said. "Some years ago, I took great 
pleasure in returning a stolen engagement 
ring to an elderly lady. It had belonged to 
her mother. 

"I strongly believe in the need to remain 
vigilant towards the threats against us. 
Integrity, teamwork and collaboration are 
our best chance of success. 

"To the women and men of the AFP, there 
is one clear thing I would like to say: my 
achievements are your achievements. 

My achievements are our achievements, 
and achieve we have." 

Deputy Commissioner Lawler leaves the 
AFP to take up the role of Chief Executive 
Officer of the Australian Crime Commission. 
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AFP successfully combats 
child sex exploitation 


Operation Thuja 


■ ■■ 



A nationally coordinated approach 
to counter the borderless crime 
of online child sexual exploitation 
has resulted in scores of arrests 
across Australia. 

The AFP, in collaboration with national and 
international partners, has successfully 
identified and charged offenders with 
online child sexual exploitation. Millions of 
images of child exploitation material have 
been seized and complex online child 
abuse file and video-sharing networks 
have been dismantled as a result. 

The internet is a powerful global tool that 
is drawing the world closer together. 
Offenders believe that they have the 
power of anonymity, so predators from 
all walks of life engage in illegal activities 
thinking that these activities cannot be 
traced. The lack of geographical and 
physical boundaries on the internet means 
that any problem on the internet, such as 
online child sexual exploitation, must be 
tackled globally. 

Over the past 12 months, AFP work in 
this crime type resulted in more than 300 
people charged and a number of children 
identified as at risk were removed from 
their homes. 


Operation Thuja began in February 
2007 as a joint investigation by 
the AFP and NSW Police into 
the activities of several people 
associated with a very sophisticated 
and complex Australian online 
paedophile network. 

The primary target was identified as 
a former NSW police officer alleged 
to be the leader of the network which 
met regularly, shared child exploitation 
material via the internet and conversed 
about the procuring and grooming of 
young boys. 

The former police officer was 
targeted using NSW Police 
electronic surveillance and three 
covert operatives. One of the covert 
operatives took part in several face-to- 
face meetings and was subsequently 
introduced to five active paedophiles 
located in regional NSW. A further two 
covert operatives acted as 14-year-old 
children to engage the target online. 

Electronic and physical surveillance 
undertaken by the AFP and NSW 
Police identified 13 domestic targets 
and 96 international offenders. 

The information gathered led the AFP 
and NSW Police, together with officers 
from the Queensland Police Service 
and Western Australia Police, to execute 
10 search warrants across Australia 
between August and December 2007. 


Team Leader Child Protection 
Operations Melissa Northam said 
the operation helped to dismantle an 
extremely sophisticated and complex 
network of paedophiles. 

"Through the internet we are seeing 
highly organised and sophisticated 
groups of individuals operating in 
a global environment without having 
to leave their homes," Federal Agent 
Northam said. 

"We are moving our focus from 
collectors to networks. Operation Thuja 
has bought law enforcement together 
with an increased focus on children 
both domestically and abroad." 

Parents across Australia are being 
urged to learn about the internet and, 
in particular, ways to protect their 
children from cyber predators. 

"Offenders are becoming more 
computer savvy on how they collect 
and distribute material in their attempts 
to evade law enforcement detection," 
Federal Agent Northam said. 
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Operation lrenic 


Operation Centurion 


In August 2007, the AFP received 
a referral from Interpol Vienna 
alleging that 44 suspects believed 
to be living in Australia had down¬ 
loaded child exploitation material 
from four Austrian websites. 

Three months later, after gathering 
intelligence information, teams from 
AFP offices across Australia began 
investigating the alleged offenders. 
Between November and December 
2007, the then Online Child Sexual 
Exploitation Team (OCSET) and its State 
and Territory counterparts executed 41 
search warrants across Queensland, 
NSW, South Australia, Western 
Australia, Tasmania and Victoria. 

More than one million images of 
child exploitation material which had 
been either stored or downloaded 
onto CDs, mobile phones, computers, 
external hard drives, videos and 
documents were uncovered as 
a result of these warrants. 

Former National Coordinator Child 
Protection Operations Reece Kershaw 
said the AFP's objective is to create 
a hostile environment to prevent 
people from accessing, publishing, 
producing and trading in child 
exploitation material. 

"We are expanding our numbers in 
prevention, innovation, education and 
awareness programs," Federal Agent 
Kershaw said. 

"This includes the crime prevention 
team which encompasses internet 
policing. We have had to improve 
our response two-fold. Offenders 
are using surveillance on the net to 
anticipate our actions and see what 
we come up with next. 


"We are now investing more resources 
into this crime type and managing 
more proactive operations, increasingly 
with our State and Territory police 
partners through the Australia New 
Zealand Policing Advisory Agency 
Child Protection Committee." 

During this investigation 24 people 
were arrested or summonsed and 
charged with offences pursuant to 
using a carriage service to access 
material, and with possessing and 
using child pornography. 

"Our success can be contributed to 
the dedication, commitment and up- 
skilling of investigators in the tactical 
use of the internet, social networking 
technologies such as MySpace, 
Facebook, online chat rooms and 
advanced interviewing techniques," 
Federal Agent Kershaw said. 

"A strong referral and prioritisation 
system is crucial in effectively 
targeting offenders as many have had 
no previous record for this type of 
illegal activity." 

More than 100 police were involved 
in the investigation. Those arrested 
were between 30 and 70 years of age 
and included a forensic psychologist, 
a school teacher, unemployed people 
and a former police officer. 



In mid 2008, the AFP began 
Operation Centurion - one 
of the largest investigations 
ever conducted into online 
child abuse since the Federal 
Parliament enacted legislation 
in 2005 to allow the prosecution 
of child sex offences under 
Commonwealth law. 

The AFP, as part of an investigation 
spanning 170 countries, received 
a referral from Interpol in late 2007 
in relation to a website containing 
images believed to be child abuse 
material. Within 76 hours the 
website received 12 million hits 
from 144,285 different Internet 
Protocol (IP) addresses. The website 
was accessed by 2883 Australian 
individual IP addresses, and from 
these IP addresses 1517 alleged 
offenders were identified. 

The AFP's Child Protection 
Operations (CPO) teams, formerly 
known as OCSET, together with 
State and Territory partners, set 
about the task of executing warrants 
across all states during a month of 
coordinated action in May 2008. 

The CPO teams executed 104 
search warrants and arrested 59 
persons including school teachers, 
a police officer, public servants, 
accountants and IT specialists. 

To date, 333 warrants have been 
executed nationally, and 136 
people have been arrested. Four 
children considered to be at risk 
were removed from harm during this 
investigation. More than 400,000 
images were seized during Operation 
Centurion with one seizure alone 
totalling 100,000 images. 
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Operation Resistance 


Keeping our children safe 


Operation Resistance was based 
on international collaboration 
which began as the result of 
a referral received through the 
AFP's International Network from 
the Brazilian Federal Police in 
December 2007. 

Referrals from the Brazilian Federal 
Police via Interpol have led to the 
identification of more than 200 
possible offenders in 70 countries 
around the globe. 

"The information assisted police to 
conduct a 12-month investigation that 
identified a number of alleged offenders 
sharing videos and images depicting 
child sexual abuse on the internet. 

The AFP executed 28 search warrants 
resulting in 19 arrests across NSW, 
Victoria and Queensland. The AFP's 
CPO teams seized more than 15,000 
videos and 500,000 images of child 
exploitation material which were 
shared between members of a 
peer-to-peer network. 


The images and videos included the 
sexual abuse of children, some as 
young as 12 months old. 

AFP Acting Deputy Commissioner 
Andrew Colvin said this operation 
removed at least two children from 
harm and warned that the AFP would 
not tolerate this type of illegal activity. 

"The videos seized as part of this 
operation have to be among the worst 
we have seen," Deputy Commissioner 
Colvin said. 

"The viewing and exchanging of 
child exploitation material will not be 
tolerated in Australia and the AFP, with 
its State, Territory and international 
counterparts, will continue to fight this 
repulsive crime." 

Operation Resistance, like many other 
operations, highlights the importance 
of international collaboration for this 
borderless crime. 


Acting National Manager 
High Tech Crime Operations 
Neil Gaughan said the AFP's 
commitment to online child 
protection has been supported by 
the Federal government through 
the funding of its $126.5 million 
Plan for Cyber Safety initiative 
from 2008 to 2012. In addition, 
government funding of $49 
million will enable the AFP Child 
Protection Operations Team to 
expand its capacity to fight and 
prevent online child abuse. 

Online chat rooms and social 
networking sites have proven to 
be dangerous destinations for 
children, especially those who are 
unsupervised. Predators are aware 
of the latest music, hobbies and 
interests. Some try to lower a child's 
inhibitions by slowly introducing 
sexual context and content into 
their conversations, while others 
immediately engage in sexually- 
explicit conversation. 

Due to the borderless nature of the 
internet, the unwanted contact or 
harassment can occur from anywhere 
in the world. However the recent 
successes of operations Thuja, Irenic, 
Centurion and Resistance prove that 
the internet is no longer an anonymous 
place in which internet predators can 
engage in illegal activities without 
the fear of being caught. They also 
highlight the AFP's capacity to 
dismantle networks of this type and 
its ability to pursue offenders off-shore 
through the AFP's International 
Network and its relationships with 
foreign law enforcement agencies, 
including members of the Virtual 
Global Taskforce. 
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ThinkUKnow program to 
keep children safe online 



ThinkUKnow, a joint initiative 
between the AFP, the Australian 
Communications and Media 
Authority and Microsoft, is an 
internet safety program designed 
to help teachers, carers and parents 
educate children about safety and 
encourage them to think before they 
actonline. 

Trained volunteers from the AFP, 
Australian Communications and 
Media Authority and Microsoft will run 
ThinkUKnow education programs for 
parents, carers and teachers at more than 
100 schools across NSW, Victoria and 
the ACT. 

ThinkUKnow will educate adults on how 
to ensure today's children have a positive 
online experience and give them tools to 
manage their online safety. Participants 
will learn about what young people are 
doing online, and be given guidance on 
how to minimise risks and address issues 
as they arise. 

Commissioner Mick Keelty said the 
internet was a fun place where young 
people could interact with the world, but 
it also had many hidden threats. 



"Every time an Australian child logs onto 
the internet to use instant messaging 
or social networking sites, they and 
their parents and teachers need to be 
aware of some of the negative aspects," 
Commissioner Keelty said. 

It is important to educate young people 
on the ways in which to recognise 
inappropriate or suspicious behaviour 
online. They need to be careful who they 
communicate with and should never 
agree to meet in person someone that 
they have only met online. 

The deliberate actions taken by an adult 
to form a trusting relationship with a child 
with the intent of later facilitating sexual 
contact is known as online grooming. This 
can take place in chat rooms, instant 
messaging, social networking sites and 
email. Once contact has been made, 
child sex offenders then move towards 
more traditional means of communication 
such as over the phone. 

It needs to be reinforced that personal 
information should not be posted or 
shared over the internet. Young people 
need to be aware of what messages they 
are sending about themselves which may 
appeal to online child sex offenders. These 
offenders usually pose as young persons 


and are aware of the latest trends in 
music, hobbies and interests. 

"They need to understand that the people 
they are chatting to may not be who they 
say they are," Commissioner Keelty said. 

If you believe a child is in immediate 
danger or risk, call 000 or contact your 
local police. 


More information is available 
on the ThinkUKnow website: 
www.thinkuknow.org.au 
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New legislation helps 
curb human trafficking 



— 

— 
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— 

— 








AFP efforts to stem the trade in people have 







reduced tne misery tor many, especially one 
very vulnerable group. 















More than 200 years after the 
British parliament passed an Act 
for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 
recent cases in Australia have 
shown that there are many people 
becoming increasingly wealthy by 
trading in people. 

The terms 'people trafficking' and 'people 
smuggling' are often used interchangeably 
and have been the subject of media 
attention over the past couple of years. 

However it is important to distinguish 
between the two. 

People trafficking is defined as 
"the recruitment transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of persons, by 
means of the threat, or use of force or 
other forms of coercion, of abduction, 
of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of 
power or of a position of vulnerability or 
of the giving or receiving of payments 
or benefits to achieve the consent of 
a person having control over another 
person, for the purpose of exploitation 1 ". 

Trafficked persons have either not 
consented or, if they had initially 


1 People trafficking is defined by the UN Protocol to 
Prevent Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children 


consented, that consent has been 
rendered meaningless due to coercion 
or deception or both. Once the victim 
has arrived at the destination, people 
traffickers often exploit them again and 
again by use of threats, force or coercion. 

People smugglers, on the other hand, 
are paid and have consent to transport 
those who wish to enter a country illegally. 
Although people smuggling is often 
conducted by extremely risky methods, 
the person is involved voluntarily. 
Smuggling ends once the person arrives 
at their destination. 

The AFP's Transnational Sexual 
Exploitation Trafficking Team (TSETT) has 
been combating the transnational crime 
of human trafficking since its creation in 
2004. TSETT forms part of the Australian 
whole-of-government strategy to address 
the complete cycle of trafficking in 
persons, from recruitment to reintegration 
of victims in their home countries. 

TSETT has to date identified and placed 
123 people on the Support to Victims 
of Trafficking Program, with most of 
these victims arriving from the South East 
Asia region. 


One of the most significant achievements 
for TSETT was the AFP investigation that 
led to the prosecution and conviction of 
Wei Tang. 

Nina Vallins, Joint Coordinator of Project 
Respect Inc stated in a media release that 
The Queen v Wei Tang case "was the most 
crucial test of the effectiveness of our 
criminal laws against sexual and all other 
forms of slavery ever to come before an 
Australian court". 

Wei Tang was the owner of a licensed 
brothel in Fitzroy, Victoria, who was tried 
and convicted for possessing and using 
slaves under the Criminal Code Act 1995. 
The charges related to five women, all Thai 
nationals, who came into Australia to work 
in the sex industry. 

National Coordinator of TSETT Jennifer 
Cullen said the conviction was a win for 
all law enforcement agencies, providing 
a modern day definition of slavery. 

"The Wei Tang case was important 
because it defined a threshold as far 
as what evidence is required to prove 
the offences amounted to slavery or 
exploitation under the legislation," 

Federal Agent Cullen said. 


Platypus Magazine Edition 101, March 2009 


13 















"The High Court was able to provide a 
distinction between what may amount to 
harsh working conditions and what was 
considered slavery under the criminal code. 

"The majority of victims are recruited 
by promises of being able to earn good 
wages in Australia, high enough to send 
some home to their families, good working 
conditions and the ability to return to their 
home country within a short period of time. 

"The women, in many cases, are aware of 
the nature of their work but are unaware 
of the conditions they will be subjected to 
when they get to Australia. 


"On arrival the women then find 
themselves contracted to pay a debt of 
anywhere up to $50,000 and expenses 
such as accommodation and food are 
additional charges. In some cases the 
traffickers keep the victims' passports 
and visas and restrict their movements." 

Despite the complexity of this crime 
type, Australia's geographical isolation 
combined with our tough sentencing 
has meant that the number of people 
being trafficked to Australia is low when 
compared to many other countries. 


Testament to the success of TSETT and 
the tough new laws, is the fact that the 
AFP has not yet received a report of a child 
being trafficked to Australia. 

The AFP continues to successfully use 
the new legislation to prosecute sexual 
servitude and human trafficking offenders. 

In addition to enforcing the law, the AFP 
is taking a number of other proactive 
approaches to control these types of 
activities. The AFP works with non¬ 
government organisations and colleagues 
in the State and Territory police services 
to combat human trafficking. 


■ ■! 


AFP partners with Qantas and Child Wise to combat child sex tourism 



&AFP_ « 


Full page advertisements raising 
the awareness of child sex tourism 
and the AFP's commitment to 
combating this crime appeared in 
the Qantas in-flight magazine. The 
Australian Way , in February 2009. 


Thanks to the support of Qantas, the 
advertisements will continue to appear 
for six months and will target Australian 
travellers who may be unaware of this type 
of behaviour overseas. 

The advertisements also target potential 
travelling sex offenders in an attempt to 
prevent them from engaging in, facilitating 
or benefiting from the sexual exploitation 
of children while overseas. 

In June 2008, the AFP provided 
funding to Child Wise to assist with their 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) regional education campaign for 
the prevention of child sex tourism. 

The campaign comprises an inflight 
video, to be aired on a number of flights 
within the ASEAN region, web banners, 
campaign stickers and posters, and 


outdoor advertising including airport 
billboards in Australian and selected 
ASEAN regions. 

Child sex tourism involves Australians 
who travel overseas to sexually exploit 
children under the age of 16. 

The AFP is committed to combating 
this crime and has a role in preventing, 
disrupting and investigating Australian 
citizens or permanent residents who are 
associated with offences of this type. 

These offences have provisions 
applying an extended geographical 
jurisdiction that enable crimes 
committed overseas to be investigated 
and prosecuted within Australia. 

To report suspicious behaviour 
phone 1800 813 784 

(free call from anywhere in Australia). 
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AFP develops pathways 
for excellence in learning 


The AFP and two of Australia's leading 
universities have united to provide tertiary 
education opportunities for AFP members. 



The AFP will develop stronger 
leadership and management staff 
attraction and retention, and skills 
enhancements in new technology 
and specialised areas of crime 
investigation through improved access 
to tertiary education qualifications. 

In 2006, the AFP's Executive 
Management Board recommended the 
development of qualifications pathways 
to increase opportunity for AFP members 
to advance their tertiary education. 

The Board, now known as the Strategic 
Leaders Group, endorsed a two-pronged 
approach which involved canvassing 
educational institutes and identifying 
tertiary programs that meet the needs and 
objectives of the AFP and its members. 

The AFP's Learning and Development 
Higher Education and Research team 
examined the possibility of forming 
partnerships with various educational 
institutes to enhance the learning 
opportunities available to AFP members. 

Since the team developed the qualifications 
pathways framework, two of Australia's 
leading universities have signed separate 
Memoranda of Agreement with the AFP. 
Monash University signed an agreement 


on 25 August 2008 recognising the 
completion of specialised AFP College 
programs as credits towards undergraduate 
and post-graduate degrees in the areas of 
criminal justice, counter terrorism, Islamic 
studies and international relations. 

In November 2007, Charles Sturt 
University (CSU) signed an agreement to 
provide higher learning and knowledge 
enhancement in the investigations, 
intelligence and security related areas. 

CSU Dean Tracey Green said the 
agreement provided attractive credit 
packages for courses undertaken at the 
AFP College, which is a registered training 
organisation. As a result of the agreement, 
senior officers with five years or more of 
policing service in the AFP will be granted 
credit toward undergraduate programs, 
such as CSU's Bachelor of Policing degree. 

"Courses such as this are designed to 
enhance investigation capabilities by 
building on existing skills and knowledge 
through university studies," Associate 
Professor Green said. 

Under the agreement, AFP members 
have the opportunity to undertake 
tertiary studies at the undergraduate and 
postgraduate level while also receiving 


credit for any other relevant learning that 
they have undertaken. 

Dean of Monash University's Faculty of 
Arts Professor Rae Frances believes that 
university courses such as these extend 
the professional experience and training 
of students, building high level conceptual 
and analytical skills. 

"The faculty is also very keen to further 
its research collaborations with the AFP, 
particularly through the Global Terrorism 
Research Centre and the Criminal Justice 
and Public Policy program," Professor 
Frances said in a media release. 

Partnerships with universities such as 
CSU and Monash are designed to equip 
AFP members and the AFP College with 
research and best practice development. 

AFP College intelligence trainer Arlo Van 
Rhyn believes the agreement offers both 
personal and professional benefits to the 
AFP. "AFP members are provided with an 
avenue to gain qualifications outside the 
AFP while also helping them to achieve a 
higher tertiary qualification," Mr Van Rhyn 
said. "On a professional level the AFP will 
increase their chances of retaining highly 
skilled employees." 

Above: Professor Rae Frances, Dean of 
Monash University's Faculty of Arts. 
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Opportunities also exist for universities to 
capitalise on the agreement. ""They gain the 
kudos of being associated with a reputable 
organisation and attract extra students 
into their courses," Mr Van Rhyn said. 

Since 2001, 52 per cent of new police 
members have joined the AFP with 
undergraduate degrees or higher 
qualifications. These have been distributed 
over a broad range of subject areas. 

A further 19 per cent of members had 
begun university studies or completed 
a vocational degree before joining. 1 

While the emerging criminal and policing 
environments favour the development 
of bodies of knowledge aligned with 
higher education qualifications, the 
AFP recognises that higher education 
qualifications for AFP members should be 
embraced as an opportunity rather than 
an obligation. 2 

Graduates acquire skills in critical thinking, 
problem solving, self-directed learning, 
as well as a large volume of knowledge, 
through higher education. 


1 Figures drawn from Surveillance Analysis Centre 
(SAC) Federal Police Development Program Opening 
Ceremonies (FPDP). 

2 Boni, N (2005), Developing a model of policing for the 
future: Current considerations, ACPR, November 2005 
www.acpr.gov.au). 


These qualities are highly sought-after 
in the rapidly evolving high-tech 
environments of community policing, 
international capacity development and 
responding to emerging crime types. 

National Manager Human Resources 
Paul Jevtovic said the AFP believes that 
a culture of professionalism is better 
served by a system that encourages 
self-initiating and motivated individuals 
to pursue higher education opportunities. 

"A greater understanding of national 
and international issues will result from 
broader thinking by management, 
particularly in the areas of complex 
issues analysis and strategic thinking," 
Assistant Commissioner Jevtovic said. 

"Publicly observable qualifications 
indicate high levels of capability and 
professionalism which directly correlates 
to increased credibility in court." 

The pathway to higher education 
qualifications attracts new staff 
members and then helps to keep them 
in the AFP. The pathway supports skills 
enhancements in new technology and 
specialised areas of crime investigations 
which had previously been unavailable to 
AFP members. 


According to the Executive Management 
Board, a structured approach combining 
higher education qualifications with 
policing or investigations studies would 
help the AFP to capitalise on its existing 
intellectual capital. 

At present, many recruits enter the AFP 
with specialised university degrees 
which can be of particular value to 
the organisation. Without regular use 
or maintenance, the value of these 
qualifications can be eroded and lost 
to the organisation. 

Creating qualifications pathways for 
functions and skill sets which target 
specific programs of study to achieve 
future roles are part of the strategies used 
to extend higher education qualifications. 

Although the AFP has a higher 
proportion of graduates than other 
policing jurisdictions, difficulties are 
still experienced in recruiting staff from 
within the banking, finance, accounting, 
information communication technology 
and intelligence sectors. These skills 
are important in assisting the AFP to 
investigate crimes such as money 
laundering and computer-related crime. 

Above: AFP College, Barton ACT. 
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Current qualifications in the AFP are 
skewed towards the vocational training 
and education sector. It is expected that 
the new framework will address this by 
encouraging AFP members to take the 
pathways towards higher education. An 
additional benefit of the new framework 
is the enhancement of the AFP College 
profile as a centre of learning excellence. 

Higher Education and Research team 
project manager Christopher Vas said 
the qualification framework has been 
very well received and the AFP has had 
enquiries from a number of universities 
which have expressed an interest in 
forming partnerships with the AFP. 

"The AFP's success in articulating its 
programs from the Vocational Education 
and Training sector into the higher 
education space demonstrates that 
the AFP is a creator of best practice," 

Mr Vas said. 

"The creation of such a framework will 
also provide an impetus for members who 
otherwise may not have considered tertiary 
studies to look seriously at how a higher 
education qualification can enhance their 
professional development in the AFP." 

In keeping with an ongoing commitment 
to its expanding workforce, the AFP 
will continue to help its members to 
access learning opportunities throughout 
their careers. 

The AFP is pursuing discussions 
with other universities to ensure AFP 
members in various locations, nationally 
and internationally, have access to 
similar opportunities for learning at the 
tertiary level. 


Mathieu Nolte 


Senior 
Protective 
Service Officer 
Mathieu Nolte 
saw the higher 
education 
framework on the AFP's intranet 
and applied to start the Bachelor 
of Policing course through 
Charles Sturt University. 

A solid reputation for policing, very 
appealing course content and the 
delivery of training at Goulburn 
Police Academy were not the only 
advantages of the framework. 
Senior Protective Service Officer 
Nolte said. 

"Charles Sturt University 
recognised the six years I have 
been with the AFP and I was able 
to gain 112 credit points out of a 
possible 192," he said. "This means 
that I only have eight subjects to 
complete before I get my degree. 

"I plan to utilise the qualification to 
move across into the organisation 
as a qualified member of policing, 
either in ACT Policing or as a 
Federal Agent. 

"The higher education framework 
is a really good opportunity as 
graduates become more attractive 
to employers and possess the 
latest knowledge and skills offered 
at universities." 



Leonie Thomas 


■HI 

Federal Agent Leonie Thomas 
has been in the AFP for six 
years and is enrolled in the 
Bachelor of Policing course 
at Charles Sturt University. 

"Apart from improving my time 
management skills and enhancing 
my knowledge of the AFP's 
legislation and guidelines, the 
higher education framework 
provided me with the opportunity 
to develop valuable contacts in 
other policing jurisdictions," 

Federal Agent Thomas said. 

"I would definitely recommend 
the framework to another member 
as I received 80 credit points toward 
my degree. The program is extremely 
flexible and it also accommodates 
the commitments in your personal 
and professional life. 

"The university was very 
understanding in regards to 
deadlines on assignments and the 
AFP provided me with study leave 
when I needed it." 
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Fighting drug trafficking 
with community forums 



The AFP has partnered with allied 
agencies and Australia's Vietnamese 
community in an effort to reduce the 
number of people engaging in the 
dangerous and potentially deadly 
practice of smuggling drugs internally. 

AFP statistics show that more heroin 
couriers come into Australia from Vietnam 
than any other country. Drug trafficking 
is an issue that affects all communities, 
and research has shown that Vietnamese- 
Australians are both economically and 
socially vulnerable to approaches by drug 
syndicates looking for drug couriers. 

The joint effort involves reaching out to 
the Vietnamese community through 
a series of public meetings with the 
Vietnamese Community Association. The 
meetings, held in conjunction with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT), Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship (DIAC), and the NSW Police 
Drug Squad, are designed to educate the 
Vietnamese community on the dangers 
of smuggling drugs internally while 
highlighting the types of people who are 
at risk of becoming couriers. 

The initiative addresses both the supply 
and demand aspects of drug trafficking. 


"On the supply side we have set up teams 
in Vietnam to give training to local and 
airport police on how to better detect 
internal couriers exiting Vietnam on their 
way to Australia," National Manager 
Border and International Tim Morris 
said. "The demand side, led by DFAT, 
uses a combination of local Vietnamese 
knowledge as well our knowledge from 
investigating these syndicates, to come 
up with solutions." 

"By increasing awareness among 
community members, it is envisaged that 
they will be able to recognise the initial 
signs and provide the appropriate help or 
care, thus providing a community solution 
to a community problem." 

Each internal drug seizure can cost the 
AFP up to $68,000 in lost resources. 

"This cost is a direct result of having federal 
agents offline and processing the courier 
from the time they are handed over by 
Customs, to the time they are ready 
to leave the hospital and be charged," 
Assistant Commissioner Morris said. 

Since the beginning of January 2006, 
a third of the 178 drug detections made 
have been on people travelling to Australia 
from Vietnam. 


There are 25 Vietnamese-Australians 
currently detained or convicted for drug 
trafficking in Vietnam. Seventeen are 
serving sentences and three are awaiting 
trial. Six of the 25 have been sentenced to 
be executed. 

Being an Australian does not guarantee 
immunity to the consequences of being 
arrested for drug supply and possession 
in Vietnam. Australians arrested in 
Vietnam are subject to the laws of that 
country, which are often more severe than 
Australian laws. 

The possibility of facing a long gaol 
sentence appears to be doing little to stem 
the tide as members of the Vietnamese 
community continue to transit through 
countries with the death penalty, knowing 
the high risks involved. 

Assistant Commissioner Morris said 
concealing drugs inside the body is both 
dangerous and hazardous to a person's 
health; smuggling drugs internally 
can lead to injuries, haemorrhaging or 
even death. A Brisbane man died in 
December 2006 after a condom he had 
swallowed ruptured. 

Above: Members of the discussion panel 
at the Vietnamese Community Forum. 
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"The average purity of the drugs being 
swallowed and imported is three times 
more potent than the drugs being used 
in Australia", Assistant Commissioner 
Morris said. 

"When a drug parcel leaks or ruptures 
inside the body, the drugs are rapidly 
absorbed into the gastrointestinal tract 
in massive doses. In the early stage this 
can cause abdominal cramps, nausea, 
vomiting and disorientation, followed by 
seizures or convulsions, coma and death. 

"One of the most highly toxic substances 
is cocaine. Just over one gram of ingested 
cocaine can be fatal." 

The AFP has learned that drug couriers are 
promised a payment of between $5,000 
and $32,000 by drug syndicates. In the 
majority of instances the money is not 
paid and once a person is arrested they 
face a lengthy period behind bars, lose 
their rights and freedom, and are left with 
legal bills and no means to pay. 

According to Border and International 
statistics, the greatest proportion of drug 
couriers are over the age of 40 with no 
known criminal history or association. 
These people are often targeted at casinos 
and may be desperate to repay their 
amassed debts. 

Drug syndicates easily lure them into 
drug trafficking by the offer to take care of 
their financial situation and often entice 
them to travel overseas on an all-expenses 
paid holiday. 


A second particularly vulnerable group 
are those people who have elderly or sick 
relatives in Vietnam. They often cannot 
afford to visit their relatives and are enticed 
by the offer of money to support a trip back 
home. They are then forced to smuggle 
drugs back into Australia on their return. 

The last category identified as being 
susceptible to drug syndicate activity 
consists of drug users under the age of 
30 with prior criminal convictions for drug 
offences. "Surprisingly this cohort makes 
up the smallest proportion of the couriers 
in custody," Assistant Commissioner 
Morris said. 

"One would think that this group would be 
more inclined to participate in this type of 
activity given their association with drugs 
and criminal activity." 

Through extensive intelligence the AFP 
has been able to identify a number of links 
between internal courier importations. 
AFP data shows that men and women 
are targeted equally and that offenders 
targeted by criminal syndicates tend to 
be from a low socio-economic group, or 
in a large amount of debt. 

"A lack of English has been identified as a 
major risk factor," Assistant Commissioner 
Morris said. "It cuts out a wide range of 
employment opportunities, thus creating a 
group of people who are more desperate." 

The major challenge for the AFP and 
allied law enforcement agencies is how 
to identify and at the same time look 
after those at risk of being targeted by 
drug syndicates. 


In February 2007, a cross-agency 
workshop on the trafficking of narcotics 
with particular emphasis on internal 
concealments was carried out in Ho Chi 
Minh City. 

As efforts to reach out to the Vietnamese 
community to prevent drug trafficking 
continued over the remainder of the year, 
a further 33 drug couriers were arrested 
in Australia and charged with importing 
a marketable quantity of a border- 
controlled drug. 

In 2008, another 19 Australia-bound 
drug couriers were intercepted in either 
Australia or Vietnam between January 
and July. 

"The main challenge for us is to prevent 
a displacement affect and make sure 
we just don't move the drugs to another 
location. Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that our strategies are starting to work 
and that a lot of the drugs are now out 
of Vietnam," Assistant Commissioner 
Morris said. 

"In addition we are implementing 
strategies to educate the Vietnamese 
community about the wider impact of 
trafficking on husbands, wives, parents, 
children and the community." 

By taking the initiative to the Vietnamese 
community, the AFP is aiming to provide 
longer-term solutions to the issues 
surrounding drug trafficking and the 
triggers that lead to people becoming 
involved in drug trafficking. 
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Criminals in the 21st century are latching on 
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On 12 March 2008, three people were 
arrested in Sydney following a two- 
month investigation that resulted 
in the seizure of 250 kilograms of 
cocaine with an estimated street 
value of $87.5 million. 

Information about possible illegal activities 
was received in January of that year, 
and the multi-agency Joint Asian Crime 
Group's investigation led to the discovery 
of the cocaine hidden among furniture in 
a shipping container. The cocaine was in 
packets and labelled as green tea. 

The container was shipped from 
South-east Asia. Suspicious money 
transfers to accounts in South-east Asia 
totalling millions of dollars kicked off the 
investigation. The money trail proved to be a 
key part in the success of the investigation. 

The AFP has over the past six months 
strengthened its focus on following one 
of the key indicators of crime: tracking 
the money. 

"Criminal enterprise can share many 
of the features of a regular business 
and one of those is the drive for profit," 
National Manager Economic and Special 
Operations Mandy Newton said. 


"Targeting that profit is key. Succeeding 
in tracking down the proceeds of crime 
can lead to the arrest of the perpetrators 
of those crimes and, just as importantly, 
restraining those assets acts as a 
further disincentive." 

Australia's anti-money laundering and 
counter terrorist financing regime has 
been undergoing change over the past 
several years with the introduction of new 
legislation to enable Australia to meet 
its international obligations. These are 
outlined in the 40+9 Recommendations 
of the Financial Action Task Force, 
an international inter-governmental 
policy-making body which develops 
and promotes national and international 
policies to combat money laundering and 
terrorist financing. 

The AFP has developed and expanded 
measures to advance its approach 
to tackling proceeds of crime and 
money laundering. The central focus 
of these measures has been providing 
increased education and training so that 
investigators develop and implement 
a financial investigation strategy as 
a proactive investigation tool. 


An awareness-raising campaign 
implemented simultaneously has 
played a key role in lifting the profile of 
financial investigations and reigniting 
understanding among investigators 
that following the money trail can help 
uncover money laundering and reveal the 
organisation behind crime. 

"It is important to mainstream the 
concept of following the money 
across the organisation," Assistant 
Commissioner Newton said. 

"When implemented at every level of 
an investigation, a financial investigation 
strategy will help identify and restrain 
assets, target criminal profits and 
identify money laundering and terrorist 
financing activity. 

"Other strategic policing benefits 
include removing the perception in the 
community that crime pays, and deterring 
people from committing acquisitive crime 
by removing the incentive: profit." 

The awareness campaign aimed 
to increase the profile of a financial 
investigation strategy as a proactive 
investigative tool. The campaign has been 
rolled out through a series of presentations 
to staff at AFP offices around the country. 
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Led by National Coordinator Economic 
and Special Operations Hadley Gill, 
seconded to the AFP from Britain's 
Serious Organised Crime Agency (SOCA), 
the presentations were open to all staff. 
Members working in investigative and 
intelligence roles were particularly 
sought-after to attend the presentations 
and the training courses offered through 
the AFP College. 

In addition to the awareness campaign and 
training courses, the AFP has changed the 
way it supervises investigations to ensure 
that proceeds of crime and the possibility 
of money laundering are considered in 
every investigation, no matter what the 
crime type. 

"The active use of financial data in 
investigations is a growing trend in law 
enforcement internationally," Mr Gill said. 

"The United Kingdom's SOCA, for 
example, has a program whereby all 
investigations have a clearly defined 
financial investigation strategy from the 
outset. Targeting the criminals' finances 
is a key strategic imperative. 

"The US Drug Enforcement Agency 
regularly runs its known and suspected 
money launderers against the US 


Treasury's Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network database. 

"US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, with the cooperation of 
the US Treasury Department, operates 
a system called DARTTS which analyses 
trade and funds flows. Imbalances are 
identified which may indicate trade- 
based money laundering. 

"Repatriated funds are a valuable source 
of intelligence. Data from the banking 
sector is regularly analysed by the above 
agencies to identify trends and patterns 
used by organised crime groups," 

Mr Gill said. 

These overseas initiatives are based on 
two overarching principles: working 
collaboratively with other agencies 
including the private and public sector; 
and building information and intelligence 
to increase understanding of organised 
crime groups and their methodology. 

Given the vast number of financial 
transactions entered into and the detailed 
records kept of transactions, financial 
investigation can be used in a wide variety 
of cases to place individuals at particular 
times and to provide useful evidential leads. 


"Results from UK police forces 
investigations that gave greater priority 
to financial investigation showed that 
following the money trail often yielded 
evidence relating to other crimes and 
individuals and contributed significantly to 
law enforcement's understanding of the 
operation of criminal markets," Mr Gill said. 

Assistant Commissioner Newton said 
a focus on finance should be at the 
forefront of every investigation. 

"Much as the use of forensic evidence 
gathering has become routine, so should 
the following of the money trail become 
an integral part of our investigative 
culture," she said. 

"Research in high profile cases has 
proved that this technique delivers 
increased restraint, the identification of 
assets, prosecution of serious criminal 
offences and ultimately will assist in the 
achievement of Financial Action Task 
Force and Government expectations." 


Photos: Greg Primmer. 
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Helping create sustainable 
police forces in Timor-Leste 



— 


— 


Experience in Timor-Leste shows that 






reconstituting police forces in countries 






torn by violence requires much more than 






putting boots on the ground. 








This year, Timor-Leste will celebrate 
a decade of independence from 
centuries of rule by foreign powers. 
Establishing the institutions of a 
viable democracy is no easy matter 
for the new country which is facing 
many complex issues simultaneously. 

Assistance from friends and neighbours 
is helping Timor-Leste set up solid 
foundations for the future and a significant 
component of Australia's development 
assistance since 2004 has been directed 
toward strengthening the capacity of the 
Policia Nacional de Timor-Leste (PNTL). 

Tie Timor-Leste Police Development 
Program (TLPDP), implemented by 
the AFP in conjunction with AusAID, 
was initially relatively small. In 2006, 
Timor-Leste was wracked by violence 
involving former soldiers that later spread 
to wider sections of the community. Tie 
Timor-Leste government sought additional 
assistance in the wake of the upheaval 
and last year the Federal Government 
announced it would boost the program 
and provide $53.7 million in funding over 
two years. It is expected that more than 
130 AFP members will be deployed to 
Timor-Leste under the program: about 
80 to assist the TLPDP and the rest to 


work with the United Nations Integrated 
Mission in Timor-Leste. 

TLPDP Commander Grant Edwards said 
thatfrom the beginning, the program has 
taken an innovative approach, employing 
people who have expertise and experience 
outside of direct police work to contribute. 

"Tie program recognises that solely 
deploying police officers alone, or boots 
on the ground as it is colloquially termed, 
which has so often happened in the past, 
is in itself an imperfect means to achieve 
change within a police institution," 
Commander Edwards said. 

"Just as doctors do not build hospitals, 
or lawyers build courts, the program 
recognises that police alone do not - 
and cannot - build police institutions. 

Tie practicalities of police building involve 
an understanding of much more: of 
politics, of history, of culture, of identity, 
of past efforts, of resistance, and the 
emotions and actions they arouse. 

"Ever since the inception of the TLPDP 
program in 2004, the thinking has been 
to seek a blend of individuals with a 
police background, either serving police 
officers or those with more enabling 
backgrounds in building up the internal 


apparatus of an organisation. Accordingly, 
we have working for us current serving 
police officers as well as individuals with 
backgrounds in strategic planning, human 
resourcing, information technology, policy 
and management." 

TLPDP Senior Policy Advisor Gordon Peake 
is one of the non-police contributors to the 
enhanced program. Several years ago. Dr 
Peake wrote an analysis of the International 
Deployment Group's police-building work 
under the Regional Assistance Mission 
to the Solomon Islands. In that paper. Dr 
Peake said that while the IDG program 
demonstrated that the AFP had learned 
from other international police-building 
missions, a greater focus was needed on 
the human skills of police-building, and 
that programs needed to be individually 
designed and implemented so they flowed 
within the 'cadences and rhythms' of the 
places where they were delivered. 

Dr Peake described police-building as 
a subjective and changeable endeavour 
rather than a linear or technical process. 
Using a term originally coined to describe 
the complex and changing issues 
confronting urban planners. Dr Peake said 
it was more helpful to characterise police¬ 
building as a set of 'wicked problems'. 
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"The concept of wicked problems 
recognises that there are certain issues 
which are fundamentally idiosyncratic 
and enjoy no clear agreement about what 
a solution would even look like, let alone 
how it could be achieved," Dr Peake said. 

"Police reform takes place at multiple 
levels and requires cutting through gnarls 
of management, leadership, political will, 
set attitudes, established behaviours and 
negative public perceptions." 


While this complexity might seem 
daunting. Dr Peake believes that 
acknowledging the issues as wicked 
problems actually makes achieving 
change far more hopeful as more 
pragmatic goals are set and these help 
build the support of those within police 
institutions, thus laying the foundation for 
actual and sustainable reform. 

"In a Timor-Leste context, this means 
acknowledging the need to speak relevant 


languages and to understand history and 
personalities," he said. 

"Most fundamentally, police building 
in Timor-Leste requires recognising 
and engaging with, not wishing away, 
the complicated, transient, sometimes 
irrational nature of institutions and 
political life. It will require not just doing 
something differently, but thinking about 
the situation differently." 



From Left: Federal Agent Phillip Demarte, Dirk Stoelhorst, PNTL Inspector Julio Hornay, Leanne Giraud, Lorraine Morgan, 
Federal Agent Andrew Morgione in Timor-Leste. 
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Commander Edwards said the enhanced 
TLPDP takes a comprehensive approach 
to building police capacity, with its 
pillars involving focusing on aspects of 
security sector reform, strategic planning, 
legal planning, corporate services, 
investigations, training, accountability, civil 
security, and supporting the Office of the 
Secretary of State for Security within the 
Government of Timor-Leste. 

Tie TLPDP aims to introduce lasting 
reform and takes a holistic approach 
to build capacity from four angles: 
developing human capital by increasing 
the functional literacy, numeracy and 
broader education of police members; 
augmenting vocational capability and 
operational behaviour; increasing training, 
experience and confidence to build 
leadership; and strengthening institutional 
structures including practices, procedures, 
policy and governance. 

Lessons learned from other international 
police-building efforts have been used in 
the creation of the TLPDP. For example, 
language skills in Tetun have been prioritised. 


"Simply put, one cannot do very much 
useful work or build relationships with 
PNTL members if one cannot have 
elementary conversations with them," 
Commander Edwards said. 

"To do so is not only of practical necessity. 
It is also a powerful statement which 
tells people that our program officers are 
sufficiently interested in the job, the people 
and their culture to learn the language. 
Accordingly, the program is putting all 
incoming staff through an intensive Tetun 
language program that aims to equip them 
with rudimentary skills." 

Tie program takes a long-term vision, 
another lesson learned, which means 
it recognises that reconstituting police 
is a generational endeavour. Tie visible 
part of that vision is that advisors are 
required to commit to the program for 
a minimum of two years. Additionally, 
the program focuses on issues beyond 
police which is reflected in the recognition 
that not all issues pertaining to police 
actually require a police response, and 
that ensuring security relies on more 


than just law enforcement. Tie broader 
range of skills and expertise recruited 
to the program both acknowledges the 
complexity of assisting the development 
of sustainable institutions and helps 
ensure that thinking about the program 
remains dynamic. 

Despite the broad range of areas covered 
by the TLPDP, no single program could 
meet all needs. Building a police force 
could be done only in collaboration and 
cooperation with other bilateral and 
multilateral programs. Commander 
Edwards said. 

"It will only be through the collegiate 
commitment of all partnerships with 
a vested interest in police reform in 
Timor-Leste that success will be 
achieved," he said. 

7 his article is based on a paper written 
by Commander Grant Edwards and 
Dr Gordon Peake entitled'The Practicalities 
of Police-building in Timor-Leste.' 


24 


Platypus Magazine Edition 101, March 2009 






Building capacity in 
Timor-Leste 


■ ■■I 


Federal Agent Andrew Morgione 


Andrew (Andy) 
Morgione initially 
deployed to 
Timor-Leste in 
February 2007. 
After an earlier 
deployment to the 
Solomon Islands in June 2006, Andy 
is now firmly entrenched as a project 
officer to the Timor-Leste Police 
Development Program (TLPDP). 


as they are from us. They teach us their 
culture and traditions and about the 
problems that they have had in the past 
and we try and impart some policing 
knowledge to them." 

On an average day, Andy attends advisor 
meetings and focus groups at the 
police academy to identify systems and 
processes to help out Policia Nacional de 
Timor-Leste (PNTL) officers. 



"Despite operating within a very 
challenging environment, the TLPDP 
is viewed more as a partnership than 
a program," Andy said. 

"We are learning as much from them 


"Usually the PNTL officers are given a 
problem-solving exercise by the United 
Nations," he said. "It is our job as TLPDP 
project officers to help them brainstorm 
to come up with a solution without 
answering the question for them." 


■ 


Federal Agent Phillip Demarte 


Building personal 
relationships with 
PNTL officers, 
developing 
mentoring PNTL 
executives are just some of Phillip 
Demarte's daily activities. Phillip, a team 
leader in the Training and Development 
area, has been working with the TLPDP 
since February 2008. 

Previous deployments to the Solomon 
Islands and Sudan have prepared him 
for his role in Timor-Leste. 

"After already experiencing the 
Solomon Islands and Sudan I wanted 
to try something different," he said. 


The TLPDP provides staff members with 
the opportunity to test themselves in a 
challenging but rewarding environment. 

Members are exposed to a range of 
situations and roles they would not 
normally be required to undertake. 

"The language barrier is always a difficult 
issue, but our main goal is to maintain 
our focus and to achieve the capacity 
development that the program was set 
up to do," Phillip said. 

"Recently I had the opportunity to 
travel to Semarang (in Indonesia) and 
conduct leadership management 
training at the Jakarta Centre for 
Law Enforcement Cooperation." 



Providing assistance to PNTL officers is 
part of the reward for Andy. 

"Forming personal relationships and 
watching the officers that you have 
helped develop and guide win a 
promotion is very exciting," he said. 

"In a way, it's like we are chiselling the 
country and contributing to the thought 
processes of the Timorese people. 

The real benefits of the job will be come 
in 10 or 20 years time if I ever return 
to Timor-Leste and see the change 
that I had a hand in implementing." 


Despite the results achieved to date, 
there remained a considerable amount 
of work to be done, he said. 

"I think it is important not to have too 
many expectations as the change will 
probably take place over a period of 
between five to 20 years," he said. 

"The TLPDP is a very rewarding 
program designed to get the job done." 
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2008 - Year in review 


January 


:*► The AFP hosts the second 

Radicalisation in Australian 
Prisons Seminar on 23 January. 
Participants endorsed the 
establishment of a working 
group to develop and implement 
counter-radicalisation strategies. 

• ► The Australian Government's 

E-security National Agenda II 
program develops prevention 
strategies to mitigate identity theft 
relating to online fraud. Participants 
include the AFP's Joint Banking and 
Financial Sector Investigation Team, 
the financial sector, government 
departments and the IT industry. 

• ► AFP provides a member to fill the 

role of Security Advisor to the 
Secretary of State (Security) in 
Timor-Leste. Commander Grant 
Edwards deploys to fill the position, 
and is also Commander International 
Deployment Group - Timor-Leste. 


February 


► Operation Comity. The first 
operational deployment for the 
International Deployment Group's 
Operational Response Group. 
Following the shooting of 
Timor-Leste President Jose 
Ramos Horta and an attack on 
Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao's 
motorcade, the AFP deploys 70 
members to Timor-Leste in response 
to a request from its Government. 


► 7 he Street Review. On 29 February 
the Review findings are delivered 
to AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty. 

In November 2007, the review 
was established at the request of 
Commissioner Keelty to inquire 
into various aspects of AFP national 
security-related operations and the 
interaction between the AFP and its 
national security agency partners 
in relation to such operations. The 
Review recommended ways to 
maximise interoperability between all 
parties involved in national security. 




► The AFP provides 10 personnel 
to the Timor-Leste Prosecutor 
General's taskforce at the request 
of the Government of Timor-Leste. 
Investigations advisors, intelligence 
advisors and forensics support 
deployed under the International 
Stabilisation Force after assassination 
attempts on the President and Prime 
Minister of Timor-Leste. 
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March 


On 1 March, the AFP forms a new 
portfolio called High Tech Crime 
Operations. The new portfolio 
incorporates the Australian High Tech 
Crime Centre, AFP Child Protection 
Operations (formerly OCSET and 
CST), AFP Technology Enabled Crime, 
AFP Technical Operations and IDG 
Special Operations Support Teams. 

► The AFP delivers the International 
Cooperation in Counter Terrorism 
Workshop to the Philippines National 
Police at the Jakarta Centre for 
Law Enforcement Cooperation. 

This workshop is part of the AFP's 
offshore counter terrorism exercise 
program funded under the Regional 
Law Enforcement Counter Terrorism 
Liaison and Capacity Building New 
Policy Initiative. 



► Exercise CyberStorm //conducted 
in Australia, the United States, 

New Zealand, Canada and the 
United Kingdom. The AFP, in close 
collaboration with Government 
agencies and private sector partners, 
investigates and mitigates mock 
cyber attacks on Australia's national 
information and critical infrastructure 
by strategic planning, information 
sharing and interagency coordination. 


April 


The AFP Community Liaison Team 
(formerly known as the Islamic 
Liaison Team) and Essendon 
Football Club jointly host the 'Unity 
Cup' family day celebration, uniting 
multicultural communities through 
their appreciation of Australian 
Rules Football. 


On 24 April Canberra hosts the 
2008 Olympic torch relay. The AFP 
presence of more than 550 sworn 
police members, along with volunteer 
personnel, ensured that all 80 
torchbearers were able to participate. 
The 16km Canberra relay was the only 
Australian leg of the Torch Relay which 
was themed Journey of Harmony. 

► Australian High Commissioner to the 
Republic of Vanuatu John Pilbeam 
presents two vehicles to Vanuatu 
Police Force Acting Commissioner 
Arthur Caulton as part of Australia's 
continuing assistance to strengthen 
police services and build public 
confidence in the work of Vanuatu's 
police force. 

► International Deployment Group- 
Operational Response Group's 
(IDG-ORG) Brisbane accommodation 
is completed, finalising the 
construction phase of the ORG 
establishment. The facility provides 
the IDG-ORG a specialist base for 
training and rapid deployment to 
domestic and international tactical 
and stability response incidents. 
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AFP Forensic and Data Centres 
introduce the Integrated Ballistics 
Identification System (IBIS), 
enabling the electronic capture and 
comparison of distinguishing marks 
on projectiles and cartridge cases. 

► The AFP's Human Resource and 
Financial Management system 
successfully upgraded to provide 
additional functionality, including 
future automation, under Program 
Hummer. These improvements 
reduce costs and achieve 
better outcomes that align with 
established industry benchmarks. 

► Operation Ridgecrop/Norway. 

Two men plead guilty, one man 
acquitted of all charges following a 
joint investigation by the AFP, NSW 
Police, the NSW Crime Commission 
and ASIO, with assistance of the 
Defence Security Authority, into 
the theft and disposal of light 
anti-armour weapons from the 
Australian Defence Force in 2002. 



• *i 


► Operation Centurion. The AFP's 
High Tech Crime Operations, in 
conjunction with State and Territory 
police agencies, coordinate their child 
protection efforts to execute search 
warrants for this operation. 

► The AFP's Senior Liaison Officer 
Belgrade and the International 
Network contribute to the successful 
extradition to Australia from Greece 
on 16 May of convicted drug trafficker 
Tony Mokbel. 


June 


► AFP Forensic and Data Centre opens 
a new computer forensic laboratory 
and a fingerprint enhancement 
laboratory in conjunction with the 
Royal Thai Police as part of its offshore 
capability-building program. 

► Indonesian National Police (INP) 
arrest a Singaporean Jemaah 
Islamiyah (Jl) member in Palembang, 
Sumatra. The INP Bomb Investigation 
Team conducted operations against 
the network in Palembang, arresting 
nine suspected Jl members and 
seizing 22 improvised explosive 
devices. The AFP provided analytical 
and investigative support to the INP. 

Operation Statice/Octans. An 
AFP investigation spanning three 
continents culminates in the arrest 
of 15 people and the dismantling of 
a criminal syndicate involved in the 
global production and distribution 
of narcotics. The operation exposed 


a conspiracy to import 600 
kilograms of the precursor chemical 
pseudoephedrine which had the 
potential to produce 430 kilograms 
of methamphetamine (ice) with a 
wholesale value of $120 million. 


July 


► The Australian Bomb Data Centre. 

celebrates its 30 th anniversary on 
1 July with a symposium held at the 
Australian Defence Force Academy 
outlining the history of the centre. 

► The enhanced Timor-Leste Police • 

Development Program (TLPDP) 
begins. The program will progressively : 
deploy as many as 80 AFP advisors • 
over two years. 

• ► The AFP escorts a delegation of • 

10 young Australians to London to 
participate in the International Youth • 
Advisory Congress (IYAC). Delegates 
helped create the Children and 
Young Persons Global Online Charter 
which will be submitted to the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in 2009. 
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► Forty AFP members deployed to 

assist NSW Police with security 
for World Youth Day at Randwick 
Racecourse in Sydney. 

► Criminal Records Enquiry and 

Disclosure Service (CREADS) 
processes its two millionth criminal 
record check, representing 
approximately $79 million in revenue. 
In 2004 the AFP commissioned 
CREADS to automate processing 
national police checks. The AFP 
liaises with other Australian police 
jurisdictions and CrimTrac to provide 
this service. The revenue generated 
enables CrimTrac to provide national 
law enforcement computer systems 
to support policing across Australia. 


► Minister for Home Affairs 

Bob Debus travels to Timor-Leste 
to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Australia 
and Timor-Leste on technical 
cooperation for development relating 
to the Police Development Program 
supporting the enhanced TLPDP. 

► Tie Regional Assistance Mission to 

Solomon Islands (RAMSI) celebrates 
its fifth anniversary with country-wide 
celebrations in the island nation to 
showcase the relationship between 
its members and the community. 

► The Royal Solomon Islands Police 

Maritime Division takes a major step 
forward when RAMSI funds the first 
Master Class 5 training for Royal 
Solomon Islands Police officers at 
the Maritime School, Honiara. 


August 


Operation Inca. A 12-month 

investigation by the AFP and 
Australian Customs Service smashes 
an international drug syndicate, 
culminating in the seizure of 4.4 
tonnes of ecstasy and 150 kilograms 
of cocaine. Twenty-two people are 
arrested and charged. 

► "The Agreement for Lease for the 

AFP's proposed headquarters, 
the Edmund Barton Building, is 
signed by Commissioner Mick Keelty 
on 18 August. Tie formal lease is 
expected to begin in mid-2009 and 
will be for 15 years with two options 
of five further years. 

► Operation Araxis. This multi- 

jurisdictional operation involving the 
NSW Crime Commission, NSW Police, 
AFP and the Australian Customs 
Service results in the seizure of 662 
kg of pseudoephedrine. Tie drugs, 
concealed in 45 boxes of fruit juice 
sent from "Thailand, were worth 
a street value of approximately 
$52.8 million. 

► Wellbeing Peer Support Program is 

launched on 30 August. Tie program 
trains officers to be a source of 
information and immediate support 
for fellow members, helping to 
create a more positive help-seeking 
culture across the AFP. "They serve as 
a first line of defence and a bridge to 
professional help when necessary. 
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• • ► The AFP hosts Iftars to celebrate the 
breaking of the fast during Ramadan. 
Commissioner Keelty joins 265 
members from more than 40 different 
Muslim communities in Melbourne 
on 7 September. On 16 September 
Commissioner Keelty and 415 guests 
break the fast at the Iftar in Sydney. 

► The AFP hosts a Bio-Terrorism 
Seminar as part of the September- 
October Multi-Jurisdictional Exercise 
(Mercury 08). 

► Operation Orford. On 10 September, 
Belal Khazaal is convicted of making 
a document knowingly connected 
with terrorism. The AFP arrested and 
charged Mr Khazaal on 2 June 2004 
for terrorism offences in respect of 
his compilation and publishing of a 
document on the Internet entitled 
Provisions on the Rules of Jihad: Short 
Judicial Rulings and Organisational 
Instructions for Fighters and 
Mujahideen against Infidels. 

► The SAP Environment Health and 
Safety module rolls out across the 
AFP, enabling online processing of 
workplace incidents and hazards 
including notification to Comcare of 
reportable incidents. 

► The Papua New Guinea Government 
and the Royal Papua New Guinea 
Constabulary (RPNGC) welcome the 
AFP back to Port Moresby as part of 
the Papua New Guinea - Australia 
Policing Partnership. 


► On 12 October, the AFP Disaster 
Victim Identification Team arrives in 
Nepal and works with the German 
Disaster Victim Identification Team to 
identify two Australians killed when 
flight YT101 from Kathmandu crashed 
on approach to eastern Nepal's Lukla 
Airport on 8 October. On 14 October, 
the Australians were positively 
identified. 

► Mercury 08 is the largest counter 
terrorism exercise ever undertaken in 
the southern hemisphere, involving 
more than 4,000 people. The AFP 
played a central role in the Australian 
Government response and led 

the investigation into the offshore 
maritime component of the themed 
terrorist incident. 


► The first AFP contingent to 
Afghanistan returns to Australia 
after a 12-month mission in Kabul 
and Jalalabad. 

► Commissioner Keelty, Department 
of Defence Secretary Nick Warner 
and Chief of Defence Force Angus 
Houston sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding on interoperability 
between the AFP and the Australian 
Defence Force. 

► RAMSI Special Coordinator 

Tim George and Participating Police 
Force (PPF) Commander Denis 
McDermott welcome Solomon 
Islands Prime Minister Derek 
Sikua, and his Cabinet, to RAMSI 
headquarters in Honiara. Assistant 
Commissioner McDermott briefed Dr 
Sikua and the Cabinet ministers on 
the new strategy for developing the 
Solomon Islands Police force, 'Moving 
Forward Together'. 
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November 



• ► The International Deployment Group 
(IDG) hosts its first family Open 
Day. Officially welcomed by Deputy 
Commissioner National Security 
John Lawler, families and friends of 
IDG personnel tour the international 
training complex and view displays 
and demonstrations from IDG 
missions, the K9 facility, firing range 
and Operational Response Group. 


► On 21 November, John Clarke 
QC, a former NSW Supreme Court 
Judge, provides his report on the 
case of Dr Mohamed Haneef to the 
Attorney-General. 

► Second anniversary of the 
multi-agency Child Abuse Taskforce 
(CAT). The AFP team is comprised 
of a team leader, four investigators 
and an intelligence officer, all sworn 
in as special members of the NT 
Police. Since the AFP joined CAT in 
March 2007, the team has dealt with 
approximately 250 matters, mostly 
involving child abuse. 


December 


A crowd of approximately 200,000 

people watch as an AFP contingent 
leads Sydney's second Christmas 
parade through the city's streets. The 
contingent is made up of members 
from ACT Policing, Recognition and 
Ceremonial and the Sydney office. 
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Everyone has a story to tell... 
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The AFP's Recognition and Ceremonial 







team, as part of the AFP's 30th anniversary 
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■ 



year, is compiling tne Arr s nistory ana nas 
extended its interest to recording the personal 
recollections of members, past and present. 
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Terry Browne, Team Leader of 
Customs and Traditions, is keen to 
record the personal experiences of 
as many AFP members as possible, 
along with the operational, corporate 
and social history of the AFP. 

Mr Browne is encouraging anyone who has 
an inspirational, amusing or entertaining 
AFP-related anecdote to contact him by 
email to terry.browne@afp.gov.au 

"There are three decades of stories out 
there and I want to get as many of them 
into the corporate history as I can," 

Mr Browne said. 

"It is easy enough to research and present 
the facts and figures of the AFP, but it takes 
the contributions of individual experiences 
to inject the human aspect into the record. 
These are the stories told almost every day 
over coffee, in the lifts or on the road." 

One story collected so far was told by former 
Detective Senior Sergeant Gary Brodie, 
who was reflecting on his involvement in 
a Presidential visit to Canberra. The year 
was 1992 and the visiting head of state 
was American President George HW 
Bush. The mission was to secure the 
runway at Canberra Airport for the arrival 
of Air Force One. At the time Gary Brodie 
was the AFP's Senior Bomb Technician. 


One of the tasks I took on for President 
Bush's visit was to conduct a precautionary 
search of a drain in the airport precinct 
because I considered it might be 
accessible by anyone with the notion to 
place explosives under the runway. 

Drains under runways allow rapid drainage 
of storm water or spilled aircraft fuel. My 
objective was to travel as far as I could until 
the drain became too low or narrow to go 
on. During the inspection I was to decide 
whether anyone had been in the drain 
before me by observing signs such as torn 
spider webs , scuff marks and the like. 

My entry to the underworld involved 
climbing down into the drain through 


an access cover. The early stages 
resembled a waterlogged shallow creek 
partly overgrown with grass and weeds 
and there was a fair amount of water 
varying from ankle to thigh deep. 

To look after me topside was another bomb 
technician handling radio communications 
and two Police Rescue Squad members 
who had fitted me with a face mask 
hooked to an air tank strapped to my back. 

I was also carrying a six-volt spotlight. 

The Ballistics Unit had issued me with 
a loaded cut-down shotgun which I 
rigged to be in easy reach on a lanyard 
around my neck. 

Above: Preparing to enter the drain 
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Gary Brodie climbing into the drain. 


That light-weight weapon could be aimed 
and fired with one hand if required, but 
was only to be used in the event of a 
serious encounter with a snake while in 
the drain. 

I fully expected to see snakes in the 
drain, but was confident I could predict 
their behaviour figuring they would 
readily move away when they felt me 
approaching through the vibrations on 
the ground or through water. 

Before entering the drain, my support 
team and I pooled our vast knowledge 
of snake behaviour. We figured on the 
following: snakes like water, they drink it, 
can swim very well in it and will hunt and 
eat frogs, small birds and field mice and 
rats that gather around water sources. 

I was really only concerned about running 
into a brown snake. Browns are quick to 
strike if surprised and become aggressive 
if they perceive their escape route is 
threatened. A less dangerous encounter 
might have been with a red-bellied black 
snake as their venom is not as potent as 
the brown. 

Confident that we had a grip on the 
animal behaviour side of the problem, 
we formulated a well thought out, 
two-stage plan. 


Stage 1: 

Action on sighting a snake in the drain 

My colleagues and I considered that any 
snake would probably swim away as I 
approached. On encountering this situation, 
I should come to a complete halt, keep 
my torch beam on the snake and report 
the sighting to the topside team via radio. 

I should anticipate that the snake would 
eventually turn back towards the drain 
entrance seeking daylight and escape. 

During this manoeuvre I was advised to 
cock the shotgun and keep it aimed at the 
snake as it approached. Once the snake 
had passed by, I was to radio my support 
group to inform them a snake was headed 
in their direction. 

Stage 2: 

Action on snake exiting the drain 

Prepared by my radio alert, my support 
group would be ready for the snake's 
appearance at the drain exit and allow it 
to move away unharmed. 

We all agreed that the snake would be shot 
only if it became aggressive. It was also 
agreed that I would remain stationary in 
the drain until the support group had dealt 
with the snake one way or the other. I was 
then to complete the search. 



Former US President George H W Bush, 
and his wife Barbara Bush. 

The actual mission 

I entered the drain and conducted the 
search for some 20 minutes without 
incident. The interior was dank, wet and 
muddy, reeked of aviation fuel and quickly 
became dark as I moved deeper into it. To 
my relief, I found no lurking assassin, no 
improvised explosive devices and thankfully, 
no snakes. Eventually my progress was 
blocked by a shroud of unbroken spider's 
web. My mission was complete. 

I turned for home realising I had experienced 
nothing any more disturbing than the 
sound of my own laboured breathing in 
my facemask and the oppressive odour of 
aviation fuel. My blood ran cold as I realised 
the possible consequences had I discharged 
the shotgun to fend off a snake. It was 
possible that the resultant flash may have 
ignited the fumes in the drain. 

In that same instant I realised that I would 
have suffered the bite of an angry snake 
rather than risk blowing up Air Force 
One's landing strip. It's not that I believe I 
would have instinctively made the heroic 
choice, it's just that every police officer 
knows there's less paperwork involved 
in reporting a snake bite than there is in 
explaining how an American President or 
Air Force One was blown up." 
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Design chosen for 
Peacekeeping Memorial 



The Australian Peacekeeping 
Memorial design competition was 
won by Super Colossal, a Sydney- 
based architecture and design firm. 

The winning concept features two large 
stone monoliths separated by a glowing 
passage of golden light which will lead to 
a courtyard featuring information about 
the work of peacekeepers. The site for the 
Australian Peacekeeping Memorial was 
allocated in ANZAC Parade, Canberra 
in 2007. 

The Australian Peacekeeping Memorial 
Project (APMP) is supported by its 
three patrons, Australian Federal Police 
Commissioner Mick Keelty APM, John 
Sanderson AC, former Commander of the 
United Nations Peacekeeing Force during 
the period of UN Transition. 


Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC), and 
Geraldine Doogue AO, ABC journalist. 
Police peacekeepers primarily help to 
maintain law and order in the host nation. 
The AFP actively participate in capacity 
development projects to improve and 
support the broader rule of law. 

Federal, State and Territory police 
officers have worked in peacekeeping 
operations since 1964 when a contingent 
of Australian police participated in the 
United Nations Peacekeeping Force in 
Cyprus (UNFICYP). Currently, the AFP has 
more than 300 members deployed in 
11 missions. 

The Australian Peacekeeping Memorial 
will recognise and honour the sacrifices 
of Australian peacekeepers who devote 
themselves to international peace 
and security. 


The development of the memorial is being 
managed by the Project Committee of the 
APMP, which was established as a public 
non-profit organisation in 2006. 

The APMP is raising the $3.5 million 
required to build the memorial and has 
raised approximately $1 million to date. 

For more information or to contribute to 
the memorial fund visit: 

www.peacekeepingmemorial.org.au 


Above: Artist's impression of the 
winning design. 
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AFP helps Iraq build 
a stronger police force 



The AFP is making an important 
contribution to building a sustainable 
and strong Iraqi law enforcement 
capability through a special training 
project-the Iraqi Police Service (IPS) 
Training Project-which will enhance 
skills in fields such as forensics, 
leadership and management 

During a visit to Iraq in December 2007, 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd made a 
commitment to the Iraqi Prime Minister 
that after the withdrawal of its combat 
element from the Overwatch Battle Group 
(West), Australia would provide alternative 
assistance to the IPS. 

On 13 May 2008, Minister for Home 
Affairs Bob Debus announced a $13.7 
million package of support to the IPS, 
with the AFP to provide training for up to 
243 IPS members. 

The funding will provide police-related 
training in Australia, in the areas of 
forensic science and leadership. The 
program is tailor-made for the Iraqi 
Police participants and will build on 
other forensic science and leadership 
police training programs conducted by 
international agencies in Iraq. 


A senior Iraqi police participant said the 
objectives of establishing police forces 
anywhere around the world are the same. 

"The most important ones are to provide 
security and stability to the people, to 
maintain general order, to enforce the 
laws in order to ensure peace, welfare and 
happiness, and to take all the legal actions 
to avoid tampering with the stability of 
society," he said. 

"For that sake, we came here as guests 
in your country, as students seeking the 
knowledge you have developed. We want 
to learn from your latest technologies in 
the field of forensic science, especially in 
regard to crime scenes. This will enable us 
to contribute with you to achieve a society 
full of love, harmony and peace." 

The forensic program will focus on 
advanced crime scene investigation, 
forensic biology, chemical criminology, 
bomb data awareness, advanced fingerprint 
techniques and police leadership. 

Many of the participants will be residing 
in Australia for up to three months while 
undertaking the training. The leadership 
courses will be delivered through the 
Australian Institute of Police Management 
over a three week period. 


The training will provide collective and 
syndicate-based learning activities with 
opportunities for individual reflection. 

The course participants will also undertake 
training and activities to develop trust and 
group cohesion. 

The forensic components of this program 
will be delivered by the AFP Forensic 
and Data Centres in partnership with 
the National Centre of Forensic Studies, 
which includes the AFP, Canberra 
Institute of Technology and the University 
of Canberra. The program draws on 
the AFP's extensive experience in 
international law enforcement forensic 
science capacity building. 

The first three-month advanced crime 
scene course began on 2 February and 
will give the Iraqi Police participants 
access to the specialist expertise of the 
AFP's forensic scientists. It will assist in 
building a crime scene analysis system 
and extending the participants' knowledge 
and skills for undertaking the individual 
components of crime scene examinations. 


Photos: Mel Hill. 
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National Police Memorial 
provides a place for reflection 



Commissioner Keelty speaks at the 
Memorial Service. 


The National Police Remembrance 
Day service on 29 September 2008 
was one of the first events Governor- 
General Quentin Bryce attended in 
her new role. She witnessed a moving 
40-minute service honouring the 
memory of those Australian police 
officers who died while on duty. 

The Governor-General was one of several 
dignitaries who laid a wreath at the 
memorial during the service. 

The annual National Police Remembrance 
Day service began as dusk fell on a chilly 
spring evening, in the presence of more 
than 300 guests. 

A parade of police flags preceded a 
riderless horse which is symbolic of 
the absence of those officers being 
commemorated. The riderless horse 
carried a pair of boots reversed in the 
stirrups as a symbol of respect and 
mourning. South Australia Police bugler 
Senior Constable First Class Paul West 
played the Police Requiescant, supported 
by the AFP Pipes and Drums, the AFP 
Mounted Cadre, the Royal Military 
College Band, the Australian Rugby Choir 
and police ceremonial officers from all 
Australian jurisdictions. 



Governor-General Quentin Bryce lays a 
wreath at the Memorial. 

In his address to those gathered, AFP 
Commissioner Mick Keelty pointed out 
that no Australian police officer had died 
while on duty during 2008, something 
that had not happened since 1944. 
Commissioner Keelty then offered his 
condolences to representatives of New 
Zealand and countries in the south-west 
Pacific region whose police forces had lost 
seven officers in the past year. 

"Five more Australian names were added 
to the memorial this morning," he said. 
"These names have been identified as 
part of the ongoing research, historical 
research that is undertaken to ensure 
that all eligible officers find their place on 
this Memorial." 

Commissioner Keelty said it was 
important to remember that each one 
of the 731 names now present on the 
Memorial represented someone's 
spouse, parent or child who had been 
killed protecting the community. 

"National Police Remembrance Day is 
a day of solemn reflection and gives each 
family a chance to draw support from 
others who have lost loved ones and from 
the wider community," he said. 



Constable Louise Yates leading the 
riderless horse. 


The AFP's Recognition and Ceremonial 
team has caretaker responsibility for the 
Memorial. Sergeant Craig Skinner, the 
principal organiser of the service, said the 
team's ongoing role was to promote the 
Memorial, particularly to interstate visitors. 

"We publicise the Memorial in a variety of 
ways, including through the ACTTourist 
Information Centre, and it helps that the 
Memorial is so close to such a well-known 
attraction as the National Carillon," he 
said. "On occasion, we have used the 
bells of the Carillon as part of the Police 
Remembrance Day service. 

"Engraved in the stonework of the 
Memorial's forecourt are dozens of 
quotes from relatives and friends of 
the fallen police officers and it is not 
uncommon to see visitors wandering 
through the memorial engrossed in 
reading the inscriptions. 

"The National Police Memorial is not 
just a once-a-year venue. Our aim is to 
encourage people, whether they have 
direct police connections or not, to visit 
the Memorial and contemplate the 
service these officers have given to their 
communities throughout Australia," 
Sergeant Skinner said. 

Photos: Mel Hill 
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